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“Practicing Medicine in Rural America” Survey

Today’s doctor shortage in the United States is most acute in rural America, where approximately 22% of the population lives, but
only about 10% of the nation's physicians practice. An aging U.S. population combined with an increased interest in 'lifestyle'
among today's physicians likely will make the situation worse before it gets better over the next few decades.

With this in mind, physician recruiting firm LocumTenens.com surveyed physicians to better understand their perceptions of prac-
ticing medicine in rural America versus in practicing in areas with populations of 50,000 or more. Almost 2,000 physicians from
a variety of specialties, geographic locations and practice settings responded.

1,965 physician survey respondents identified the following career characteristics:

Career Status: Current Location:

36% major metro city

36% small city/surburban area
25% rural area

3% not currently practicing

49% permanently employed

10% full-time locum tenens

15% permanently employed, some locum tenens
12% part-time locum tenens only

2.4 % retired

11.6% “other” Rural Practice Experience:

43% have never worked in a rural area

28% work/worked in a rural area full-time

29% work/worked in a rural area part-time (LT)

Practice Setting:
25% hospital
23% private practice
19% self employed/independent contractor working locum tenens
12% medical group Locum Tenens Experience:
8% clinic or community health center
6% health system
7% “other”

53% work, or have worked, locum tenens assignments
66% of those accepted assignments in both rural and
urban/suburban areas

Comparing Rural and Urban/Suburban Practice:

Perceptions of Physicians who HAVE Practiced in Rural Areas

REGARDING PROFITABILITY REGARDING FRUSTRATION
How do you think rural practice differs from How do you think rural practice differs from
urban/suburban practice in regards to profitability? urban/suburbann practice in regards to frustration?
14% B More profitable 16%

B More frustrating

Bl Less frustrating

23%
. B Less profitable
O Profitability about the same
35% B Greater purchasing power in
rural area compensates for
28% lower profitability.

For more information please contact Billie Wickstrom, director of public relations for LocumTenens.com, via email at
wickstrom@locumtenens.com or via phone at (888) 268-2456.

@ About the same



Perceptions of Physicians who HAVE Practiced in Rural Areas...continued:

REGARDING DOCTOR/PATIENT RELATIONSHIP

How do you think rural practice differs from urban/suburban
practice in regards to doctor/patient relationship?

B have/had a closer

relationship with patients in
rural practice.
45%
51% m | have/had a closer
relationship with patients in
\ urban/suburban practice.

O1 have/had about the same
type of relationships with
4% patients regardless of
location.

REGARDING LIFESTYLE

How do you think rural
practice differs from

urban/suburban practice in g | like urban/suburban life
regards to lifestyle? more.

| | like rural life more.

10% 20% I Life is about the same

wherever | live.
[ |

| like practicing medicine in
a rural community more,
but prefer to live in an
urban/suburban area.

| like practicing medicine in
an urban/suburban commu-
nity more, but prefer to live
in a rural area.

Perceptions of Physicians who HAVEN’T Practiced in Rural Areas:

Why haven’t you practiced in a rural area?

H Never been offered a
7% position there.

B Never considered it.

O Don’t want to work there.

33% B Don’t want to live there.

0 I've never found the
right opportunity there.

0,
15% 6% H I'd only be interested in

a particular rural area

H Other

53% said practicing in rural America is generally more

profitable than urban or suburban practice.

47% say rural practice is less profitable.

Regarding Pace:
61% think rural practice is slower paced.
31% think pace is the same no matter the setting.
5% think rural practice is faster paced.
3% offered an “other” answer.

Regarding Frustration:
43% think rural and urban physicians are equally frustrated.
42% think rural physicians are less frustrated.
15% think rural physicians are more frustrated.
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